The JSLM 'Guidelines for Notification of Unnatural Death': comparison with the systems of reporting death in other countries.
'Guidelines for Notification of Unnatural Death', published by the Japanese Society of Legal Medicine (JSLM) in 1994, has been sometimes criticised by many doctors and lawyers. In various countries, laws specify the type of deaths that should undergo post-mortem examination. The centralized system of reporting death deals with treatment-related deaths. Although the JSLM Guidelines are based on such international norms, the dispute over reporting unnatural deaths in Japan goes against the dominant global trend. One way of solving these issues is to ensure that the police transform their own death investigation apparatus to delink it from criminal investigations. And we need to press for a system that can give the information obtained in investigations back to society, such as to the medical world or other public organisations.